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1. Early impressions of receiving communion an their impact.


2. Rituals have power to shape the inner landscape.


3 The “last supper” in Mt, Mk, Lk, took place on Passover, the final meal of the enslaved Hebrews before their hasty exit from Egyptian bondage. 

4 Rome was on high alert during the Passover festival. 


5 The problem with the demonization of Judas in the Christian tradition.

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Mt. 26: 26-28, NRSVue)

6 “Bore the sins of many” Gk, πολλῶν (pollōn). In Semitic idioms (like Hebrew), “many” can function as a poetic or rhetorical synonym for "all."

Why not translate it as “all”? Because “many” is an allusion to the Servant Song of Is. 53, “he bore the sins of many … he justified [affirmed the innocence of] many

The suffering servant of Is 53 was a persecuted figure (despised/rejected) 


7 Correspondence between Is 53 and the precarious political position of Jesus in Jerusalem during Passover under Roman rule 

“It is better for one man to suffer, than for the whole nation to perish” (Jn  and the moral logic of Caiaphas, the Rome-appointed high priest. 


8 The meaning of rituals cannot be reduced to a single explanation. If they could, rituals would not be needed. Rituals enact “meaning clusters” 


(over)




Meaning-cluster enacted in Communion:

· A ritual meal enacting the power/consolation of being together 

· A covenant meal enacting a divinely-initiated pact with humans

· The Last Supper had meaning for its participants long before there was an elaborate belief system called Christianity

· “Poured out for the many for the forgiveness of sins” has meaning in the context of  
scapegoating dynamics, in which “many” coalesce against the “few” 

· Jesus, the Last Supper, and the heartache of betrayal

· “Poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” as an alternative to becoming permanently embittered by betrayal 

· Jesus, at the Last Supper: hounded, surrounded, but not confounded

· The role of conviction in enabling a resilient form of faith

· The role of singing: an essential element of the Last Supper

